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THE 


CHURCH 


TOLD OF 
Mr. BAGSHAW's SCANDALS, 


And warned of his Dangerous Snares. 
s 


THE SUMME. 


1 Cor. 5. 6. Yow florging 1s not good: Know ye not that a lutle 
leaven leaveneth the whole lump ? 

Rom. 3.8. Lex not us do evil that good may come : whoſe Damnation 
wu juFF. 

Jam. 1.20. For the wrath of man worketh not the Righteouſneſs 
of God. 

Jam. 3.6,8, 9, 13, 14, 15, 16. The tongue is a fire; a world 
of 1n1quity : So 5 the tongue among our members, that it defileth the 
Furs as þ and ſetteth on fire the courſe of nature, and u is ſes on fire 
of hell ---- The tongue Can no man tame :,u# us an unruly evil : full 
of deadly poiſon : Out of the ſame mouth proceedeth bleſſing and cur - 
ſing---- Who is a wiſe man and endued with knowledge among you ? 
Let him ſhew out of 4 good converſation his works, with meekneſs of 


 Wiſdome. Bug if ye have bitter (zeal ) envying and ſtrife im your 


hearts, glory not, and lye not againſt the truth. This wiſdome deſcen- 

deth not from above, but is earthly, ſenſual, dewlliſh. Por where en- 

wing and ftrife is, there 1s confuſion, and every evil work, 

Kom, 16, 17, 18. Now, 1 beſeech you, brethren, mark. _ 
A2 Whic 
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which cauſe Diviſions and offences, contrary to the doftrine which Je 
have learned, and avoid them ( But not the Churches, or the in- 
nocent for their ſake ) For they that are ſuch ſerve not the Lord 
Zeſus Chriſt, but their own belly, and by good word; and far ſpeeches, 
deceive the bearts of the ſmple. 

Act. 20. 39. Alſo of your own ſelves ſhal! men ariſe, ſpealing i. 
porvrſe things, to draw away diſcaples after them. x 

1 Cor. 11. 19. Fer there muſt be alſo lxere/ies ( or ſefts) amons "_ 
yen, that they which are approved, may be made manifeſt among '$ 


you 


and took_counſel, how. they might entangle him in his talk<--- 1s it 
lawful to give tribute ro Cafar or not ? But Jeſus perceived their 
wickedneſs, and ſaid, Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites ?. ſhew me.ghe þ 
Tribute - monty--- Render to Cx1ar the thinss that are Caſars, and ? 
ro God the things that are Gods. ; 
Matth. 17. 26, 27. Then are the Children free.. Notwithſtand- 
1ng leſt we ſhould offend them. 
. Rey. 22.15. For without are dogs---- and whoſoever loveth and 
maketh a lye. ? 
Pſal. 15. 2, 3. Lord, who ſhall abide in thy Tabernacles, who 
ſhall "= in thy holy hill ? He that walketh uprizhtly, and worketh 


Matth. 22.15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21. Then went the Phariſees 
| 


righteguſneſs, and ſpeaketh toe truth in his heart, that backþireth not 
with þis tongue, nor doth evil to his neinhbour, nor taketh up a re- 
proach againſt his new hbour. 


Chriſts own Doctrine and Practice. 


Luke 4. 16. As his cuſtome was, he went into the Synagogue on 
the Sabbath day, and ſtood up for to read--- 

John 18. 20. 7 ſpake openly to the world; 1 ever tauoht in the 
Synogorue, and in the Temple, whither the fews alwayes reſort, and 
1m [ecrer have I ſai nothing. 

Mark 1. 44. Shew thy ſelf to the. Prieſt, and offer for thy clean- 
[7 ooo 

Matth. 23. 2. 3. The Scribes and Phariſees ſit in Moſes ſeat : 
All therefore what ſoever they bid you obſerve, obſerve do : but. 
do not ye after their works ;, for they ſay and do nt, ( what they 
were, ſec ul the reſt of the Chapt.) 

Mat. 


' 


| . 3; | 
Mat. 7. 1, 2, 3, 4+ j#1ge not, that ye be not judoed + For with 
what judgement ye juage, ye ſhall be judged, and with what meaſure 
ye meaſure, it ſball be meaſured to you. avain: Ani why beholdef 
thou the mote that u in thy brothers eye, bar conſidereſt not the 
beam that 1s in thine own eye ?---Thou hypocrite, firſt caſt out the 
24 beam out of thy own cye.---- 
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Ad:I ſeen, as I have done, the ſpring, multi-- 
I plication , growth, and fruits of Dividing- 
& Principles, Diſpoſitions, and Practices in theſe 
# Kingdomes,: not being totally innocent therein 
Ss my ſelf, in my unexperienced youth; Had 1 

LA»>:WM2 ſccn ſo much bloud thed, ſo many Governments 
overturned, and ſo many Miniſters -openly reviled , abu- 
ſe, cjected, ſilenced, and ſo many damnable hereſies riſen up; 
and all this done in the Name of God; Had 1 my ſelf been one 
of them that have been caſt out of my publick Miniſtry and 
maintenance, with about 1802 more at once, and ſeen the pitti- 
ful caſe of too many Congregations in the land ; and all this. as 
the fruit of former Church - Diviſions , obſtinately continued 
twenty years, (to look no farther ) and the new effect ” the 
ame 
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Tame —_ it till working in both exttemes; I ſay, Had I ſeen 
and felt all this, and yet taken the ſpirit, the principles and pra- 
Qiſes of Diviſion, in one fide or other, for a virtue, or a little 
ſin, I had been guilty of ſuch horrid, wilful blindneſs, as every 
Chriſtian's ſoul ſhould hate : And had I ſeen what ſtrong tempta- 
tions are lately given to propagate theſe evils; and what advan- 
tage Satan hath got by the malignity of ſome, to increaſe the 
bitter cenſoriouſneſs of others, and to pull down the good old 
principles of Concord, on pretence that now the caſe is changed ? 
Had I ſeen the fruits of Gods indignation againſt a ſelf-deſtroy-. 
ing people, in Londons plague, and dreadful flames, and in our 
preſent Church-convulſions? Had I ſeen what vilible dangers 
are ovegus, of a condition yet worſer than all this? HadI ſeen 
how many thouſand honeſt Chriſtians are in danger of being 
ſinners or ſuferers by this evil; I ſay, had I ſtood by, and' ſeen 
all this, and held my tongue, and let men fight like Dog and 
Bear, and not interpoſed a word of counſel or controulment to 
the waſting fire? I had been guilty of an obduratious ſelf-ſaving, 
and perfidious ſilence, unbeſceming the Miniſtry,” or the Chri- 
ſtian name. 

Having therefore begun long ago to publiſh my Teſtimony 
and Council againſt the Dividing-evils; in 1660 fore-ſeeing the 
critical day and danger, I took the liberty of the ſeaſon once 
more, to diſcharge my Conſcience, though with ſlender hopes, 
and to reaſon, and even beg for Peace ; that had it been poſſible 
as much as in us lay, we might have lived peaceably with all, 
When thoſe opportunities and hopes were gone, ( and ſome 
glimmering once and again fince vaniſhed, ) one ſide having 
diſcharged me from ſpeaking to chem any more, and GodI think 
diſcharged me at preſent, I ſaw nothing more to be attempted 
but with the other; whoſe duty for Concord and Chriſtian Leve 
( after many years ſilence) I opencd in a Treatiſe called The 
Care of Church- Divi/ons: But yet would not publiſh it without 
an Addition of the Duty of thoſe Paſtors that moſt complain 
ag1inſt ſeparation, leſt I ſhould exaſperate their minds againſt 
thoſe that I inſ{truCted,and ſhould tempt them' to overlook thcir 
own miſcarriages. But more of this then I there adjoyned, it 
co:1d not be expected that the Licenſer ſhould paſs. 

The only man that roſe up againſt this Writing with furious 
inJignatioa, was Mr. Eadw. Bagſhaw, a man that had b-fore 
Writ. 


iT, | 
written 2zainſt Biſhop Afrley's Letter publiſhed againſt me, . 
and lain in priſon many years. And gave the world a notable 
proof of one of the chief paſſages diſpleaſing to them .in my 
Book ; wiz. That there is a marvellow affinity between the ſpirit 
of Perſecution, and of ſinful SEP AR ATION , thouch ſeveral 
0P111015 or Capacities cauſe them to operate ſeveral wayes. 

By this time I diſcerned the gas/ry from the snocent, by the 
Cry which ſignified their ſmart. I had ſeen ſo much of the work- 
ings of that ſpirit, that I expeCted not to eſcape their ſharpeſt 
cenſure. And verily, I expected neither preferment, nor ſo 
much as Liberty to preach, as a reward from the other (ide, in- 
ſtead of the favour of thoſe that I knew I was to loſe. - Nor yet 
had I fuch a contempt of them, or a deſire tobe bitterly cenſu. 
red and reviled, asto invite men to it ( as the Circxmcellians im- 
portuned men to kill them.) I foreſaw that ſome interefſed men 
would be angry, as ſuppofing that I would hinder their alienating 
work, though they could not deny but that I ſpake the truth: 
I foreſaw that many that look but to the preſent day and place, 
would ſay, It was unſeaſonable, and ſerved the Prelates deſign, 
not conſidering that their deſign is not to bad, but that ſome 
things which ſeem their deſign, do alſo ſeem the deſign of Chriſt, 
and his Churches good, and mens ſalvation. I foreknew thoſe 
that make uncharitable Diviſions their very Religion, would 
make 1t a part of their religious dutys to pe! he as bad as their 
diſtempers do incline them. Theſe things I prognoſticated in 
my Preface. As Terrullian ſaith of the Chriſtians martyrdome, 
It is more the choice of our ov:n will, than the effelt of your power. 
z3.e. We dye becauſe we will dye, rather than not do our duty, 
by the omiſſion of which we could eſcape : ſo I ſay, I conld ea- 
fily have kept as large an intereſt in the favour and applauſe of 
all the parties that ever railed at me, as moſt men of my profeſ- 
ſion, as their own words have told me. What did it gain me 
in the world, to do what I have done, to loſe the favour of 
the Papiſts, the /bacian Prelatiſts, the Anabaptiſts, the Separa- 
tiſts, the Quakers, the ſeekers, &c. But I ſaw whither the tem- 
ptations of this age did tend. And this was a work that ſome 
body muſt do, ( or elſe woe to the Og that in their very 
ſufferings would be ſo unfaithful. ) And I thought my reputa- 
tion with the Uncurable as fit to be caſt away ,- and my ſelf as 


fit to bear their ſanders, as moſt of my brethrens, who had m_ 
I 
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uſe for an intereſt in them than 1 had. And I. remembred that 
ill-gotten goods muſt be reſtored ; and without reſtitution, no 
remiſſion : Though I can truly ſay, that I- diſſiked and decryed 
this ſpirit from my beginnings, yet when I preached firſt, the 
favour and loud applauſe of ſome good people, tainted a littfe 
with this diſcaſe, cid tempt me to pleaſe them too often, by 
exclaiming too ſmartly againſt the corruptions of the Church : 
Though I ſaid nothing but what I was conhident was true, yct I 
think I did not well to cheriſh their inor. mate cenſoriouſneſs in 
ſuch matters. And having gotten ſometime a great ſtock of 


eſtimation with ſuch angry perſons, by means which I dare not - 


wholly juſtifie, (though it made me the more capable to do 
them good ) I did voluntarily ſurrender it to them again, be- 
fore they took it from me; and I did yield to ſerve God at the 
rate of ſo ſmall a part of ſelf-denial, rather than be ſilent at ſuch 
a time as this. I have long ago preached to Drunkards and other 
ungodly people, till- they openly roſe againſt me in tumults in 
the ſtreets, and ſought my life, And ſhall I forbear to ſpeak 
that truth to /ynoranr-proud Dividers, which 1s neceſſary to heal 
the Church and them, and all for fear leſt their paſſion and par- 
tiality ſhould ſhew their guilt, by their calling me what they are 
themſelves. They call out for Va/cantneſs in ſuffering themſelves: 
And ſhall 7 beſo cowardly as to fear their falle reports ? They cry 
out againſt the fear of man : And ſhall 7 fear their impotent revi- 
lings? They will be my witneſſes, that it is a duty to deny our 
ſelves, and to forſake all for the Cauſe of Chriſt : And I am as 
certain that Love and nity are his Cauſe, as] am that he is 
the Chriſt : And ſhall I think the good thoughts and words of 
'fome of his froward Children, too great a matter to forſake and 
loſe : They themſelves think that we ſhould rather ſuffer a pri- 
ſon or death, then joyn with the holieſt Miniſter and people in the 
uſe of the Common Prayer : And ſhould I that know the diffe- 
rence think, that LOVE and CONCORD are not matters more 
worthy tv be ſuffered for? When firſt the City and Countrey 
had ſounded with abundance of untruths about my Book, while 
it was yet but inthe Preſs, at laſt the man that openly afſaulted 
it wken it came forth, did uſe the ſame inſtruments which him- 
ſelf decryed, and filled his Libel with as many untruths as ever 
I ſaw heaped upin ſo ſmall a room ( except once in ſuch another 
piece, that was about cight years elder.) And the Cauſe it ſe f 
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-* He ſhamefully ſlip'd over; as if his ſpirie and intereſt had diret- 
: ed him to me orber means, but 


— a 


.. 


only to attempt to aſperſe the per- 
ſon that was againſt him : I wondred that no ſoberer a man roſe 


A © upto defend Dividing-Principles, And I was glad, that in an 


age of ſuch Temptations, he had no more approvers among 
the Miniſters. When 1 had anſwered that Libel, he ſent forth 
another, which inſtead of profeſſing repentance, did double the 
number of his Vntr=ths, and caſt out more of his bilious excre- 
ments, but pretended alſo to ſay ſomewhat for his Separating- 
Principles and Cauſe. When 1 had-replyed to that, and Ad- 
moniſhed him to repent of his falſe Doctrines and Crimes, 
and above fourſcore viſible Untruths, he hath vented a third 
Libel, of which I am now to give you a more particular ac- 
count. 


CHAP. II. 


Muſt needs again remember the Readers, 1. That the de- 

ſign of my Book was not particular, to reconcile men onl 
to the Pariſh Ghurches ; but «nwverſal, againſt thoſe Principles 
in mens minds, which cauſe Diviſions in all other Churches 
as well as that, and will never ſuffer Chriſtians to Unite and 
Agree where they prevail. 

2. That I was fo far from perſwading any Miniſter to the 
preſent Conformsry, that I perſwaded not the Readers, 1. Either 
to uſe the Ceremonies ; 2. or to communicate with any Perſe- 
cutors; 3. or to own Dioceſans ; 4. nor to communicate with, 

.or own a Dioceſan Churctt; 5. nor to communicate with, or 
own any Pariſh Miniſter, that is intolerable, through Inſaſficien- 
cy, Hereſie, or Wickgdneſs; 6. nor to ſpeak one falſe word, nor 
to do one ſinful. action , to obtain Communion with the beſt 
Church in the world; 7. nor to prefer Communion with a worſe 
Church and Miniſter, before Communion with a better, where it 
may be had, without greater loſs than benefit ; 8. nor to for- | 
bear any lawful endeavours in private for each others good ; 
9. nor to forſake a lawful faithful Paſtor , merely becaufe he is 


B caſt 


(3) SEP as 
caſt out of the Tythes and Temple; ito; nor to take a man for 
your Paſtor, mercy becauſe de hath poſicffipn of the Tythes and 
Temple; 11, nor that a lawful faithful 'Minifter ſhould give 
over his Minifterial work, or not perform it to the beſt Edifics 
cation of the Church, whoever is diſpleaſed by it, or whatever 
it coſt him ; which I take to be downright Perfidiouſneſs againſt 
his Ordination, and Sacrilege, as being the alienation of a devo- 
ted conſecrated perſon ; ( yea, greater Sacrilege than alienating 
Church Lands.) 12. Nor did I perſwade any Miniſter , that 
inſtead of flying to another City ( as Chrift once commanded ) 
he muſt needs fly from all Cities : ( For the Dioceſans that think 
Cities only were the ſeats of Churches and Biſhops, might in- 
ferr, that if it be lawful to deſert the ſouls of all in Cities and 
Corporations, it is but a little ſtep farther to deſert the Villages 
alſo. ) 13. Nor did I ever perſwade any Miniſter to go to a- 
Pariſh Church in City or Corporation, whois by Law forbid- 
den to corhe within five miles of it; and who by appearing 
there, doth put himſelf into priſon for fix months in the com- 
mon -Jayl. 14. Nor 9 rn = any to hear the com- 
mon Prayer, or go to the Parifh Churches, merely for fear of 
puniſhment, and to ſave themſelves. None of all theſe were the 
matters that medled'with. ' +- | | 

3. But the things that I perſwaded men to,were theſe; 1. To 


"diſclaim the foreſaid Love-ky/ling and Chureh-diuiding Princs- 
. Ples. 2, Particularly to joyn with a Pariſh Church , that hath 


a, good. Miniſter, and that vrdinarily , 'in caſe you can enjoy no 
better, without more loſs than the benefit is like tobe. 3, And 
cxtraprdinajily to jayn ſometimes with ſuch « Pariſh, cven when 
you heave a better, to ſhew by what Principles you walk ; unleſs. 
when ſome apparent hurt forbid-it, which for one time is like to 
be greater than the goqd. | 


Pardon this Repetition of the ſtate of-my Caſe ; for without” 


it I cannot be underſtood, and his repeated untruths require. it. 
And now to his third Libel, called the Review. 
Sect..1. The Title Page ſpeaks of [ All my immodeſt calumnies 


confuted ] when 1. He neither proveth' one Calumny in my 


Book ; nor confuteth one detection of his Untruths. 

Sect. 2. He cunningly tells you,-in an Advertiſement, that 
ten or eleven have read his preſent.citations of my words; As if 
that juſtified fourſcore falſhoods before written. + . Kg 


V © 


as thats wg; 
*- $64. 3. Pap. 1. He confeſſeth it'is [ fouiſh and-wicked] to 

vblifh 1h Unrraths in five or fix Ne fr Paper; ſont te 
thinks not himſelf obliged ( ic feems }). any farther to vindicate 
himfelf, by one cotiſiderable woxd , but as it were by hoping 
bis Readers will not believe that he was” ſo fooliſh and wickeds ] 
'Doth Church-diſcipline require no þetter defence? nor no 
more tepentance for above” fonrſcore publiſhed Untruths than 
this. ? | | | 
Sect. 4. Inſtead of Repentance, he jnviteth his Readers to 
uſurp Gods prerogative, as he doth, and to.judge ny Heart, 
that it was never truly humbled, and that my Repertance is hypo- 
critical. | 

Se. 5. Thus lying down impeniteutly under all the crumes, 
falſe doCtrines, and untruths which he publiſhed, . he now puts 
then off as Bye-matters, and taketh on him to return to the Que- 
ſtion, which he ſaith was firſt defignedly handled between us, 
which he ſaith is, [| Whether Conformity at this day upon conſcien- 
thous grounds, can be defended by axy, or at leaſt with any kind of 
honeſty, be contended for by you ]. Thus he will play ſmall game nos 
more, nor write [Untruths by parcels, but let you know, that 
it is not owe «truth ſhall be the ſubſtance of his Eifcourſe. If rel- 
ling the Church be a duty, it is not Razling to name the ſin. 1 
therefore defire the Church to conſider whether it be caſic 
among the parties that he ſeparateth from, or worſe than they 
to meet with ſo great /mpudency in forgeries. I know by equi- 
vocation almoſt any words may be verified ;_ But when there 
is no explication adjoyned, thc rule of humane ſpeech is, that 
Analogum per ſe poſitum ſtat pro ſignificats famoſiore : that is, Ana- 
logous, ( or ig anpvre, words put alone without an cx expo» 
ſition, are to be taken ig the moſt common or famous ſenſe. 
Now the word [” Conformity ] in its old and uſual ſenſe doth {ig- 
nific, that Conformity by Subſcriptions, Oaths, and Cggemo- 
nies, Which diſtingniſh the peopl-: called Non-conformiſts from 
the Conformiſts, who yet were nutorivuſly diſtinguiſhed from 
the Separatiſts.- It's true, that it may be called Conformity, if we 
are baptized, if we profeſs Chriſtanity, if we read the Scrip- 
tures, if we uſe the common Trauſjatiop, if we go to hear 
a 'Sermon in. publick, if we uſe the Lords Prayer, &c. in all 
this we do-as the Church. of England doth. Bur this is not it 
- that is notified by the common uſe of this name, Now do but 
| B 2 note 
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note the front of the man. 2. The-world knoweth that 1 never 
 Conformed, as the Law obligeth Miniſters to do; that] loſe m 


"and not mere. Non-conformity, whic 


have fignified little, bad t 


whole Miniſterial maintenance, (much more-than ever he di 
all things confidered ) and which is a thouſand times more, the 
liberty of my Miniſtry in publick, becauſe 1 do not conform. 
2. He knoweth that I have profeſſed in all the three Books, 
which he writeth againſt, that I neither am for Conformity, nor 
ever wrote for it. He knoweth how diſtinly I excluded that 
from the Queſtion, and ſtated the'Queſtion far otherwiſe, which 
I meddle with. Yet dare this man make this falſe profeſſion of 
our difference. 3. Yea, when itis [ { ation 7] in plain words, 
be untlertakes to defend 
on his very Title Page. 4. And thatl have oft profeſſed to 
plead for the ſame cauſe that Dod, Hilderſham, Cartwright, Par 


£8, Bradſhaw, Brightman, Ball, Gifford , and the' other Non- 


conformiſt; defended, againſt the Separatifts of thoſe times. 
1d will you believe him ifhe ſay thee they pleaded. for [' Con- 


"EL. ne 
ect. 6. He again repeateth his molt palpable untruth , in ' 
' comparing me in the warrs with [" ay one whomſoever 7] paſſing 


over my anſwers, [' adding, that Generals or Parliament would 
b not had ſuch ins] when I 
had told him, ( and he durſt not deny it) that the Armies were 
raiſed, before I ever ſpake to Parkanent man or Officer, or 
ever preached to them; yea, two years. before I was in the Ar- 
my; whither I went with an open profefſionto diſſwade them 
from the changes which they made: my judgment forſaking 
their Cauſe in 1644. when their Commiſhon at the New-mo- 
delling lefr out” [ For the King ] which before had-run [' For 
the Jefoove of the Kings perſon, &c. and the reſt of their inten- 
tions evidently to me-appearing. Till then, in Coventry Ga- 
rifon, I did ſpeak all that which im the Book cited by him I ex. 
preſſed.” Nor did | ever ſay, 7 did but little, as he vainly inti- 
mateth, 
Sect. 7. Pag. 3. By a falſe repreſentation of my Repentance, 
( whether ignorartly or maliciouſly ) he would infinuate, that 1 
Repent of Good as well as of Ew; or elſe that ſuch as he, and 
his adherents the Separatiffs, have none of that ſort of culpabi- 
lity to repeyt of; or elſe that they diſclaim ſo inglorious a thing 
as Repcotance is, aud will ſtand to their ſins at Death and Judg- 


ment, 


Chriſt here plainly decided the controverſie incended 


i 


intimation which maketh no ſmall part-of his Book to be one 
continued Untruth. When one part is ſpent in-making the ig- 
norant and ſtſpicious believe that I wrote for Coanformuty ; the 
next is conſtituted of another Untruth, in the falſe deſcription 
of my Repentance. But I knowghe deſign of his railing, is to 
draw me to talk of thoſe matters over raſkly, ( about Wars and 
Governments) ( which I repent of talking of ſo much already ) 
that he may catch ſomewhat for his Malice to:.make uſe of to 
a farther end : Fain he would make the world believe that I 
muſt ſpeak, Treaſon, -or be a Coward or ® Turn coat ; Not with 
the hmplicity as children dare. one another into the dirt; but_ 
with the kindneſs that traps and ſnares are ſet for birds, to 
catch and kill them. And if A4urderow Aalige, and Lying be 
made by Chriſt the Devils ſins, and the marks. of his children, 
7ob. 8.48. 1 7oh. 3.8. 1 think thoſe that are notoriouſly thus ſelt- 
ſtigmatized,are fitter to be ſeparated from,than to ſeparate from 
others, as unworthy of their good company. I muſt profeſs, 
that as in my Anſwers to divers ſuch men as this, I have as near 
as I could, imitated my great example, ſo | cannot ſee but this 
man, and others that have led him this ſame way, have exactly 


' imitated the malicious Pharsſeesz And let him be alſo theirimi- 


tator, who thinketh them wiſer and more ſtout and valiant men. 
than Chriſt ; Afatth. 22. 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20,21. Then went 
the Phariſers and took counſel how they. might entangle him in his. 
ralk., (that they might either accuſe him of Treaſon, as after 
they did, or elſe make the people: hate him, as a favourer of the 
Roman Tyranny, as they accounted it.) Afaſter, we know that 
thou art true, and teacheſt the way of God in trub ( and wilt not 
hide thy judgement by dark fpeeches,. nor bauk plain truth : ). 
neither careſt thou for any man.;, for thou regardeſt. not the perſons of 
men: (O malicious commendations! ) Tell ws therefore what 
thinkeſt thou: 1s is lawful to give tribuge unto Caeſar, or not ? 
But Jeſus perceived their wickedneſs, and ſaid, Why tempt ye me, 
Je bypocries ? ſhew me the Tribute money. And they ſhewed him «. 
penny. And be ſaith unto them, Whoſe us this Image and Superſcri- 
prion ? They ſay unto him Czſars. T hen ſaith be unto them, Render 
therefore umo. Czſar the things that are Cazſars, *and unto, God the 
things that &re Gods. I hope Mr. Bagſhaw will neither ay, that 
y 


the 


que- 


ment, let-God fay againſt them what he will, The: firſt is aq 3 
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queſtion es; nor yet deny'but he feemreb to do ITT far asfiten- 
ce his aalverfaries then; 1d ws. pettetÞ-Rapoſitors, hard to ir 


now, Yo untderſtand' His nening's (SEC Dr: Hammond Gn the 
words.” And dm nt ſom hope yer; that-as foul-mourh'd as 
he is, he will not call Chriſt a Lyar, or diſembler, or a favou- 

rer of Tyranny, 6r a Cowardy that would fay any thing to, 
eſcape ſufferings; But rather of the two think that he is not 

decerved, whothinketh his own _ ſomewhat like to the Xur- 

derout-Tempring- Hypoereres 1n the Text. 4.4 

As for 05 Regalng: which he ignorantly and malicioufly 

talketh of, I ſhall now ſay no more to the Reader, bur this : 

I. That 1 expelt that rhe enemies of Repentance be enemies ro me, 

2. That I little regard ſuch cenſures as this man, who either cannot 

through 1snorance, oF will not through malice or paſſer, underſtand 

s 


plain Engliſh when he readeth it; nor know the diference between 
the diſowning of Evil, and of Good. . 

Sect. $, pag. 4. He intimateth by a Qreftion this viſible 
falſhood , that I faid, [ 7 thought nothing of Divinity 'in the 
cauſe, ] ſo hard is it for Ignorance-and raſtmeſs to ſpeak truth. 
This is beeaule I'ſaid that-(" 7 krew of no- comroverſie in Divinity 
about it , but in Polirickt and Law.) And can one that hath ever 
learned to-read Engliſh, and ever exerciſed his thoughts of 
ſuch matters, be poſſibly ſo ignorant, as to think this is all one 
asto-ſay, that there was wothing of Divintry 3n the cauſe > Their 
Commmroverſies were, whether the Parliament had Authority to raiſe 
their Arms arainſt the 'Kmygs will, prohibition , and oppoſition ? 
And, whether" the King Anthority to raiſe his Arms avainſt 
thers 7" And this\+ Coutroverfie in Divinity > Poor fouls! 


' Will you be ſeduced to-think that'Chriſt or Paul muſt decide 
a} controverſies of» forms and degrees Ree in Republicks ? 


Which Text is it that tefeth you, thatthe 1/5, belonged to 
the Pertiaarnt, vrWha6dcgiec of power the Courts of Juſtice 
have? Did Paxl, Row. 13:tell you, whether Nevo or the Senate 
were gt ae mn ? Did Chriſt telf the teinpting hypo- 

| Ceſar juſtly coed money in, or for Judea ? 
But what? Hath Drvinity therefore nothing to do in'Law con- 
troverſies? Yes furely, both abont the efficient, end, and mo- 
tives: ' Polticks and Lzy teftus which" s the higheft power ;And. 
Divinity tefeth mein rm-( and that for conſezence- 
fake, 'as bring # God; Divinity tHletfr you, that" Rehgiois intereſt 


may 


\ 
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| (18). 

may be qr drama nm he Vhat'ss wif 
be :ade_ by thoſe only that have juſt power to do'i# © "Bit" who bath 
juſt power, the Laws miiſttell us. "Thus, Reader the mans 
ignorance and falſe fpeaking 'have lengthened thy trou- 


le. 
? Set. 9. 1b. | That my Zove of eaſe and fear of Juſfering ]caufe 
range changes in my eorrape and carnal underitanding, 1s at leaſt 
a ſingle untruth, and may be a double one, for ought: he knows, 
* that knoweth not' the heart: I am fure it is a fault, even in 
Mr. Bagſhaw, to make himſelf a Feart-ſearching-God, while 
he maketh the Prayers of his betters to be 7dolarry. 
Sect. 10. 1b. But he profeſleth, that he dealeth thns ſin. Zeal 
ro the Glory of God, Love to the Canſe of Chriſt and Non-conforni- 
| 7, which T have deſerted. } Where, 1. It is a repeated falfhood 
that I have deſerted the Cenſe of Non-con 5: I challenge 
kim openly to name even onepoint of it, in which I have chan- 
ged my judgment theſe 31 yeares:' ( which I ſpeak not as my 
| raiſe, who in thofe things have grown no wiſer, except in 
| - owing the ſame things better) to this day. 2. What ſin will 
you call it to father all thefe' falſhoods on [” the Glory f God, 
and the Cauſe of Chriſt? Doth his Caaſe and Glory necd mens 
E: Lies? How many hundreds thus in a few more Libels may you 
publiſh, if Satan bleſs them, as hitherto he hath done, with an 
_ Increaſe and Amlriply.] 
Sect. 11. pag. F, He reciteth many words of my Diſputati- 
ons of Church Government, and laboureth' C whether by groſs p 
| Tgnorance or malice, I know not ) to perfwade the Reader that 
I retract or contradict them ; and ſaith | We fand amazed you 
ſhonld ſo ſoot and ſo much forget all that you have ſaid. ] 
| . T nd not a po coy but Fn oaeAinal part of 
his Book. Reader, do but 'hear, and judge whether any thing 
except his Amaredxcs can excuſe ſuch horrid deliberate” un+, 
truths ?. 1, 1 never retraQted any of that book, fetring aſide the 
Dedication. 2. I do ftill profeſs that I am of the fame judg- 
ment which that book exprefſeth. 3. I have in the greateſt av- 
dience told the Biſhops, that 1 ftand to it, and provoked them 
to anſwer it. 4. There is not a word of contradiction tor that 
Book, in my Cure of Church-Divifions, which he writes 
againſt: And am I not as like' to'underftand my own writings 
as this manis? $5. That very Book -pleadeth as much; _ 
m 
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(263) 
euch. more for--a. moderate; Epiſcopgey,.the Tawfulneſs'of a 
kin nd thoſe circumſtances or corewonics which 1 judge 
ful, (.as-knegking at the Sagrament,) than my later. Boo 
haye done.” 6..It was.to.rne a conſiderable: Providence which 
rew me, when the SeCtaries were at the very higheſt, to write 
that Book, which” had I written fince the King returned, they 
would have imputed to remporizing,.or a change. 7. The very 
ſame men that now rail ſo loud againſt me, faid nothing that ever 
I could hear of , againſt that book, that. contained more than 
Now [I have written for ; But then it paſſed uncontradicted by 
them that now rail-at half as much, $So,-1s it not a ſtrange fate 
which that poor Book incurreth, that the men of both ſides 
plead if as for them, and commend it, whilſt they condemn the 
Author, as ifhe were himſelf againſt it. The Reverend Biſho 
whom Mr. Fs ay wrote againſt, alledged it in the eages 
audience ( before his Majeſty, Dukes, Lords, and Bilhopey 
with no leſs commendation than theſe words, [| No man bat 
Spoken better of this than M4. Baxter. ] And now Mr. B 
citeth it with applauſe : Reader, who is in ſuck a caſe as I ? The 
Biſhop is for my Book: Mr. Bagſhaw is for it: And I amthe 
man that am againſt myſelf, whilſt I openly tell them both that I 
ſtill ftand to.it as my judgment ( only not owning any words that 
any party ſhall) uſtly find to be too | Ir ) Surely, they labour 
to bring me to that reputation among theſe contenders, as Plato 
was among the Philoſophcrs, whom every Sect took to be the 
ſecond, or next the beſt. 
_ Sect. 12, But pag. 6. he thinks that he talketh like a man of 
brains, when hejnferreth, that [" sf rhey be ſuch kind ſontf 4s 
T have repreſented them, they ought #mmeadiately to be and 
forborn, as taany als of Church-communion ) Anſw. But, 1, 1 
never ſaid of them, that-they printed, beſides falſe DoCtrines, 
_four ſcore wnerutbs in two'ſma Libels, as you have done, and 
give the world neither vindication nor repentance ? And yet you, 
or your diſcaptes, will not inferr thus againſt your ſelf. 2. De- 
ceitful man ! Did I ever lay the charge you mention, againſt 
all the honeſt conformable Paſtors of the Pariſh Churches in the 
Land, who have no. hand. in avy thing that-you can call an im- 
poſition, or 2 perſecution ?. Nay, that own not ( as they think) 
the Dioceſan, Prelacy as. ſuch, but'&#nly Epiſcopacy. in general, 
and Djoceſans, as the. Kings Officers? Did 1 ever lay that 
chazge againſt all the Chriſtians in the Parifh Churches? No, 
nor 


WTR OIOUOSTITIS 
Fm Ps 
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ndr againſt all the Biſhops neither. "3. And muſt alt the Church 

es in a Kingdome be excommunicated or forſaken, for the 
cauſe of a few fnen, whom few of them 'ever knew or ſaw. 
This is like the Popes interdifting Kingdomes, 4. And if you 
ſeparated but from the individual offenders, ſhould it not be done 
in a regular oy ? Why go you about to find the ignorant with 
ſuch palpable fallacies as theſe, 1s it truth, that mew muſt be 
thus cheated into with errours? | 

Set. 13. pag. 6. From what I ſaid [ the Epiſcopal Churches 
would then have been, if they had but had a meer toleration in 
the times that openly diſcountenanced them, when the counte- 
nanced parties ſhould ſet up by themfelves : ] he inferreth, as 
if I had called them ſuch now, when no other are tolerated, and 
, that in all thoſe Pariſhes where are good Miniſters, and no 
n_ — O__ Thus palpable falſhood is the very lifeof all 

is Libel. 

Set. 14. 1b. The felf-contradifting man profeſſeth, to fol- 
low the Light which I once had in this, and yet that my preſent 
Light i nothing elſe but confuſion of darkneſs; when 1 ſaid the 
ſame then in that very Book that now do, and now own 
-that book which I wrote -then 5; And all to carry on a 
cheating falſhood , as if in this I had changed my judg- 
ment. : 

Sect, 13. I had almoſt paſs'd over a ſhameleſs falſhood, 
»Pag- 4. And that you may know I do not ſpeak, at randome, par- 
ricularly, when at Glouceſter you Jute, y pon [_ Curſe ye 'Me- 
roz, ] and now you ſay you do repent : do you expett ouer to be bes 
lieved again? ] which is a mere compoſition of Umruths. 2. 1 
never preached on [| Curſe ye Merox ] in my life, if he mean 
that text, or thoſe words: I never was at Gloxcefter but about 
one month before the Wars: in which I preached thrice or 
four times ; of which \one on a Faſt, had reſpeRt to the times: 
which was on Ezeck. 37.3, Son of man, Can theſe bojies tive ? 
And my buſineſs was to ſhew the Difficulty of the reparation 
and reformation of a ſinfal lapſed Church : In which 1 menti- 
pned many things, and ſorts of people that would hinder it, 
but neither my Notes, ( which I yet have by me) 'or memorr; 
have-any thing at all that tended nnto War, orreſiſtance of 
Authority, Yet if any other Sermon thexe;did touch the times, 
\* which Iremember not, fo not on that Text which 


L 


I never preached on. - 2, And he as falfly infinuateth that 1 [ /« 
Irepent ] of what I preached at Gloxcefter ; ſo hard pic a 
to ſpeak that which is not utterly falſe. N5S's 

Sec, 16. pag. 7. It a parentheſis, he ſaith [" If rhere be any 
( difference between you and ws.) ] The Libeller filling three Pam- 
phlets with heinous charges, and after ( and before alſo ) que- 
itioning, Whether sndeed there be any difference between him and 
me ? 4 

Se. 17. pag. 8, With as inſolent ignorance doth he feign 
me to make that which he calleth [' Devifed Worſhip ] viz- the 
Liturgy tobe J1dolatry in my foreſaid Book , and now to repent 
of, and-oppoſe what I held: And all becauſe Dygþ. p. 378. 1 
ſay to ſuch as they would ſuſpend , ſilence, excommunicate, puniſh, 


"© all ſuch as will not pray to God inthe words that they oy 4, ; 
per, but will doms- 


that if Reaſons will not allay their impious diſtem 

neer over mens conſciences, and the Church of God, we muſt leave 
them te him, that being the Lord and Law-giver of the Church, 
is jealows of bis prerogative, and abborreth Idols. Remember that 
on of none but the Clergy. And is there any man that ex- 
celleth not in ignorance and raſbreſs, that would have thought 


here, that it is a Form of Prayer, or Liturgy, that call [/dols]?-+ 


or that could not ſee ag the firſt reading, that I call the perſons 
only the 7dols, that uſurp the prerovative of Ged. And will this 
pittiful may till faiſly infinuate or ſuppoſe, that all. the honeſt 
Chriſtians or Miniſters of all the Pariſh Churches. in England 
are fuch uſurping imperious Idols ? yea, or all the Biſhops ei- 
ther 7* Even. Martyn himſelf as well as /chacins? Thus are poor 
ſouls abuſed by deceivers. Yea, note that in the ſame diſputa- 
tion cited by him, I largely prove the awfulneſs of Liturgies 

and Forms, and the neceſſity of them in ſome caſes. | 
. Se. 18. 1b. Yet doth he again moſt falſly ſay, that [ ſhque 
unworthily receded from what 1 wrote, and yet addeth, that. Thave 
nes, that be knoweth cf, repenteq of it. -Reeeded from #2, and yer tiot 
repented of : What a forgetful ſelf-contradicter 1s'this man ? 
And fo he thauketh God that I was heretofore ſtirred up to write ſo. 
much, which now condemneth me, cven- for the ſame that I 

there and then did write, and never :repented of ., * 7 
*SeR. 19. His next ſubje;, where.he ſaith that ' [7 argue 
againſt the Divine and ſe/f-evidencing. ambority of the boly Scrap. 
twe. is © one of the viſibleſt lyes- that ;ever I-ſaw writtenby a 
__ man; 


po 


" , . þ & Tr) | l 
man : When 1 had not only /az4the contrary, but told where 
F had voluminouſly proved ir, to give me not a word of ſetife in 
anſwer, but write as if he had never my reply. Being to 
Tell the Church, 1 muſt deſire them to c 
Impudem fludied Lye, impenitently inſiſted in, after a double de- 
tection, without an anſwer , was cver preſented to their view ? 
And, whether they can name me a Chriſtian Writer in the world - 
more infamouſly ſelf-ſtigmatized with this vice ? The reſt that 
he writeth of it, I cannot perſwade my ſelf to tireche Reader 
with an anſwer to. Oply I note that he citeth Mr. Huderſhaw's 
words, with the falſe intimation that I contradicFthem, - while 
the ſame worthy man is both applauded by him, and ſuppot:- 
tively taken for..a Patron of Idolatry, as one that perſwadeth 
men not onely > come to Church and Commoo-prayer, but to 
coine'to the beginning. Falſe ſpeakers do thus ordizarily contra- 
diCt themſelves, 

Seft. 209, When pag. 11@he faith, that a Papsſ# iv worſe than 
of no Religion, 1 ſay no more to him, but that Overdexng #s the 
Devils laſt way of undoing, and that ſuch men be they that mul- 
tiply. and contirna the ay) 

Set. 21. 1bid. p. 11. he would have you.know what Religion 
he is of, and how he meaneth to ſave his Diſciples from Idola- 
try, ſaying, Had not I learned the truth of Chriſtian Religion, 
from better arguments, and a more certain way of _—_ than 
any your books afford , 1 had ſtill been p!unged in the depths of A- 
theiſm. ) Now, 1. Noto that Reafoning in 4 certain way, pre- 
ſerveth him from Atheiſm. 2. That he ſeemeth to ſay, that he 
was an Athesſt, by ſaying [' I had ftill continued ſo. ] But you 
muſt not expect ſuch baſe mutability from him; as when he hath 
denied the Loving God, to confeſs it plainly, and profeſs repentance. 
3. Note that he ws/l be an Atbesft full, and it ſeems perſwade the 
Separatiſts to be ſuch, till he hath berrer Reaſons than 
Books m_ Now the Reaſons that my Books afford are theſe 
( note them Reader. ) Firſt, from the witneſs of God the Crea- 
tor in the frame of Nature. Secondly, From the witneſs of God 


er, Whether a more . 


our Redeemer; in his ſupernatural Revelations. 3.. From thecS 


witneſs of God the Holy Ghoſt, on the Scriptures, and in the 
Soul. Firſt, Printing on the Scripture the Image of Gods Power, 
Wiſdome, and Goodneſs ( which. is its ſe/f-evidence. ) And next 
by the. Scripture printing tbe wo Image of Gods Power, Wiſdow, 

- and 


Got au cverpbcy , Cwhich notie but God is able 
; todo.) Theſe-three Te (2 9:47 > whoremy ang Holy 
F Ghoſt, is the ſum of my. evi Now Mr. B 


Will be av 4 #*dd it ſeems perſwade the Separatiſts to 
be ſuch, till he hath better reaſons for his faith, than the witneſs 
of the Creator, the Redeemer, and the Sanitifier ; God the-Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, This: is his zeal for the Glory of 
God, and the Cauſe of Chritt, and the good of ſouls. 


abominable falſhoed and calumny againſt Chriſts excellent Ser- 
vants, that, Calvin, Preſton, Hilderſham, Perksns, &c. would 
. haveno more done in aflerting a Deity and Chriſtianiry, than to, 
tell men, { rhat all is true that God ſpeakerh in bis Word, and that. 
propria luce, it is evident that the Scripture is his Ford, and that to 


is better than all theſe diſputes and reaſoning." | Whe 1. Theſe 
ſame men have x) 0 __ ſaid _ | 45d chrnkdec intheir 
wriangs. 2: And Pax preached otherwiſe to the Athenians, 
Ad; 17, and te others. 3. And what kind of preaching would 
this mg make among Turks and Heathens that deny the Scrip- 
Pres \You ſee, 1. He will leave out all the Natural tvidences 
of a 

ples m w we are agreed with them, 2.. He will leave out 
Chriſts and Evangcliſts, and are not altered fince. 
Aud 3. >, teyretie Co the uſe of mans Miniſtry, 1a 
Tranſlating or Preaching; And will let the illiterate Reader 
look on a Hebrowand Greek Bible, till propria luve , they know 
xt is of God; or at leaſt, that the Miniſter when they ſay, How 


( whether they can or not ) and if they beeclect, the ſpirit will 
_ C:luſe them te Kliſcern t pria Ince it will fhewit ſelf to. be 
Gods Word; but if they be not cleCt, they haveno remedy. 
And what need Preachers to tell men this ?- Bibles may be ſent 
by other hands; and will be Bibles whether we preach or not. 
And the ele&t are ele before we preach to them. And if the 
man know that Light here is but a or , what can he 
mean by it-but {Objective Evidence.] And muſt we only tell 
Heathens, 'thet the -Scriptures have their proper evidence, and 


*_— 


Sect. 22. Yet pag. 13. with muchrailing, he inſinuateth this 


all Godselett he will give bis ſpirit to diſcern it, and thus much alone - 


ty; and of mans immortal ſtate, and ſo all the Princi-- 
all the Hiſtorical proofs that theſe Books were written by 


ſhall 1 know that this is -Gads Word? ſhall only bid chem read it, 


14 not tell them. what that. evidence is; Is this his prea w_ 
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ſuchmen would 


of fin mithin remaineth untouched. And is not this, 
like the Pope, the moſt uncharitable man+ of Infallibitity, who 
bath berter reaſonmgs againlt Arhes/os, and for a holy fare of 
ſouls, and (unleſs to forbid all Reaſoning be it ) will not vouch- 
ſafe to open them to the Church, or bleſs mankind by a'noble 
| communication of them: F 
| Sect. 23+ pag. 14. Having. ended, he beginneth again with 
his Wiewesſmes: And 1. 1 ſpeak abſurdly and inſrenificantly, for 
ſaying of his Raſh, and careleſly uttered untyuth, that it's prova- 
tively vo/umary, thatis, when the Will omits its office. Where (ſaith 
this Learned man )) 7 am much to ſeek what can be meant by pri- 
vatively voluntary ; or bow any ation can be done where the will 
omits its office. : 
_ Anſ. Aud I have no mind totake ſuch « perſon for my Scho- 
lar; And therefore let.me be excuſed, if I leave him ( and ſuch 
roud ignorant ptſons ) in his beloved ignorance. Let him be- 
ieve that awan isa beaſt, and that his Rational faculties were 
not made to rule the ſenſitive, or that the Will either never 
| omits its ruling office, or if it do, the {enfitive cannot act; or 
that the Will is not the principle quoad exercitine, of humane 
atts, as'the Intellect is quoad ſpecificationem ; or that if the Wil 
omit this imperate aCt, ad exercitizm, and theſenſe lead men 
never ſo far, that yet the Act is not Reputatively Voluntary ; 
that is, that mans Will is not guilty of any privation or omiſſion 
of loving God, of ferding our children, of giving to the poor, 
of praying, meditating, &c. or that ſuch omiſſions are not im- 
putablt to the Will as fins: when all ſay that all fin is Vo- 
luntary. I do not wonder that this man is againſt Biſhops. 
tooth and nail; even as they are ordainers: For, as looſe as 
they are ſaid to be in- their ordinations, I doubt. whether 
they would not reject him for utter Ignovance- and-'inſuffi- 
ciencc, who-hath no more knowledge of the tiature of fin, and 
nv more reaſon to cure his Atheiſm, > » 
- Sect. .24. His nexthigh witticiſme is, that I mention [ Are- 
cervmg 
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eerhving ob edjential power. in a carnal Will ; which receiving 5 
cal (lathe ) 6 poſtve power 3, where the Comment ic harder thes 
the Tomds'+'g 112301) Goat dag ery Th ART th. 2g LOTY 

Anſw. Reader, Doft-thou not bluſb, that among men that 
have been -at an Univerſity, there ſhould be found a man ſo 
:gnorant, ( and fo proud of it ) as not to know what Potentia 

edientialss is, in common uſe of Philoſophers and Divines ; or 
not to know that every creature is paſhve in recciving the Di- 
vine influx, or operation ; --or that Recipere eſt pars, unleſs when 
we take the word Recipere analogically and morally. If theſe 
things were but Hard to the man, why is he ſo proud as to diſ- 
dain them ? | 

Set. 25. The next and laſt is, when he had ſaid that-[ Ir «s 
not corruption barely, ner impoſition barely, that is a ſufficiewt:ground 
for any to ſeparate, | had no rag to cover his [ barely ] with, but 
charitably to interpret him, as meaning by barely | the Duate- 
ns, or the Att formally as ſuch , without taking in the greatneſs 
of the matter of that corruption or smpeſition : that is, That it is 
not Corruſition formally, as Corruption , but the vw of the 
matter corrupted ; Nor Impeſitzon formally, as an ACt of Impoſi- 
tion, butas an »ppoſition of ſome ill or unſufferabte thing : I 
could not have put ſenſe on his words by anyther interpreta- 
tion:: Yet doth he ſo diſdain my kindneſs, and to harve ſo much 
ſenſe imputed to him, that he pronounceth the ſentence that [ 7 
«nd.the Schools may eall theſe diftinftions, but indeed they are no- 
thing but Learned Nonſence. - And*if the Reader be not yet 
convinced that PR/DE 4s the Father, and /GNOR ANCE 
the- mother of our errours, contentions , diviſions, ſcandals and 
confuſions, he ſhuts his eyes here againſt a moſt convincing in- 
ſtance. 

Sect.-26. p. 15. For. ſaying upon the invitation of his Sophi- 
ſtry, that-l amperſwaded if Chriſt came perſonally and w_ to 
demand it, the King would yield up his Crown to him; Inſtead of 
defending his errour , which this reaſon did detect, he only 
{entenceth me to be ike the Adeckers that deride the promiſe of 
hjs coming... | | ; 

-; Sect. 27. 1b. Henext compareth me to. Bayes and Children, as 

prerendang, to kyow we #\ſ{ erepce a1 pourt of Impoſition, between one 

that uſeth a form of bus own, and he that us imepoſed onto uſe only the 

form of anorher,p; 119. 120- Thus the man and his ten or > 0 
1 


—— *, 
<6; (21) 
friends, whom he chargeth in his premonitien with atteſting his 
pau. — pune by him. There is not a' word 
iof m ending to know no difference : Nor was my compariſon 
acall | bewver one that u 4 form. of bus own , ocr be. he 
meaneth. hins ) that is impoſed on, to uſe only the form of anather, 
as he is himſelf impoſed on by that other, but only as both impoſe 
gpon the people. No doubt there is a difference in the Paſſive 
part, between the Miniſter that is impoſed on, and him that is 
not, *But I ftill provoke him to tellme any difference in-their 
ſevgsal impoſitions on the people, which at all concemeth our 
preſent controverſie. . 

Yes, he addeth [” Ir the one caſe the hearer i alwayes at perfett 
laherty how far and how often he will jojn : In the other he « 
alwayes tied up, and muſt either joyn in ſuck a preſcripe forms of words, 
or none at all; and this be innvabbeſachent Cc. -] | 

Anſw. Here are two differences pretended. © 1. Reader, Is 
there in the firſt any ſhadow of the truth at all ? Yet are there 
ſome men that ſuch words will take with, contrary to- the com- 
men ſenſe of mankind ; As if it were not the Papiſts only that 
can believe againſt all common ſenſe. .. What reaſon can he : 
give why one that is preſent is not as free to joyn, or-not to en 
joyn in heart, with avy paſiage ith the Common Prayer, as 
in a free prayer of the Miniſter ? 1 do ſexigufly, wonder what 
made the man ſpeak theſe words. W hen the Miniſter prayeth: 
freely, I may in heart either joyn with him, neglect him, or 
difſeat : And what hinders me from doing ſo at. Common-Prayer?” 
He ſaith, I wat joy m that. form, or none at all- True; - And: 
ſo muſt I when the Miniſter either prayeth freely, or-in a ftinted 
' formof his own. You muſt joyn in that or uone at all for that time. 
[ told him of old Mr. Fen, ( a Zealous Non-conformilt at Coven- 
try.) that would ſay Amen loud to every Prayer of the Liturgy, 
ſave that for the Biſhops : Did he not uſe as much liberty here 
as he could have done at free prayer ? 

2. And for fore knowledge, he paſſeth-by all the anſwer + 
oft gave to that objection, and fingeth over the ſame ſong 
again, Fore-knowing what will be ſaid, doth wore enable me 
to know what clauſe to forbear my conſent to, than in ſudden 
Prayer not foreknown. And what if by his conſtant cuſtome I 
forcknow, that John Simpſon, Randal, John Goodwin, ah—_ 
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Dr. Criſp, Canne, Johnſon, Blackwood, or any other tolerabl 
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Opinionaft, will put his opinion 


fore-kyowledge ? And when 1 foreyow that the Matter of 
the Liturgy ( uſed on the Lord dayes by the Miniſter atid 
people ) is ſound, this fore-knowledge maketh jt not evil in the 
uſe. 

Sect. 28. When I gave him noleſs than twenty Queries con- 
taining plain evictions of the falſeneſs of his Doctrine about 
the Scriptures, his anſwer is, that he will anſwer them, when 
I have ſatigfied bim that 1 finned not griatly in raiſing ſuch miſts 


and doubts : and when I give bim ſeturity that I will not ack. him 


.45 many more. Reader, 1s not this man an eaſie diſputant ; Did 
you ever know any that anſwered all with leſs ado, than ſo filly 
a reaſon, W hy he ſhould not anſwer it ? | 
Sect. 29. He concludeth, by telling us, that he [' # ( ro ſay 
mo more) your beſt, your equal ], | know what he meancih , 
though not what he ſaith: And really it was but need thathe 
ſhould tell the world how good or worthy a man he is, or elſc 
a ſober perſon that had but read one of his three Libels, would 
hardly have believedit. - | 
. 30. Having, ended the ſecond time, he begins again 
with. a Poſtſcrighy to tell 0s his reaſons for his refuſing the 
Oath of » Which he is impriſoned for. But I 
have no to meddle with him where I have no call. 
And ſhall only ſay, that had it. been more, even the Oath 
of Supremacy it felt, if he will regard either Non-conformsſt, 
s Or Anabaptiſt, Mr. Bradſnew, Mr. Nie and Mr. 
Toembes have each writtey enough to teach him better to under» 
ſtand that Engliſh, OE, 


into his Prayers 5, Doth n6t 
that make them in thisall one wah an impoſed prayer, as to _ 
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CHAP. IV. 


| <A Admovition to that yare of thi Church which i inclis 


ned to Mr. Bagthaw's Errours. 


SeR. 1. V Ere it not my _ Duty to Tel the 
Charth, 1 ſhonld take it to beas inconve- 
nient as unpleaſing, to open Mr. Bagſhaw's fins.” But as Chrift 
did it by the Phariſees, yea, and Peter himſelf; and as Paxl 
in his Epiſtles, did-it by many; ſo 1] think it is now become 
m quty,  Fhough he and his believers be diſpleaſed by it. 
F thall deſire. the impartial ſober Readers, that have per- 
uſed- his-Writings and mine to judge. | 

a, Whether ſo great Ignorance as he diſcovereth in him- 
ſelf, be not ſcandalous in a Preacher of the Goſpel. 

2. Whether ſuch dengerows errours im Dottrene, againſt the 
very foundations of our fath, with many other proved againſt 
him, make him not an unſafe Guid for fouls? And give not in- 
comparably greater occaſion for renouncing him as an Here- 
tick;-to ſuch as are apt to take ſuch occaſion, than moſt cal- 
led Hereticks in the ancient Churches gave. | 

3. Whether it be not rare. among the worſt of men, to 
meet. with ſo many evidences of I»ſolem Pride, above the 
common. meaſure of Proud men, as his three-Libels do con- 
4. Whether it be not a hard matter to. find among the 
worſt of men on earth, two Libels ſo ſmall, cotitaining above 
fant ſcore v3ſible Untruths in matter of fait; And a thigd to follow 
. them, ſubſtantially conſtituted of the like Untruths; ſcarce” now 

to w numbred, any more than drops that are aggregate in a 
Hor V4 CS" $41 - ( ech'a 

| OE - 5 not _ to meet with more __ 1C105 _ 
ues ſnares, to:make up his ends upon the perſon, i of de- 
fending ofthis. Cauſe. DA INE: 2/"Þ6: % ; 
+6, :Whether ever you ſaw a controverſies fo managed by any 
fort of wen, of what hereſic focver, that ſad ſo title for*tberr 
ifs vhs D - Cauſe 
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| * 4 py DN ea” ling Principles.” 
ff I enbet doyehes: no riot e: he very Oak | 
Read over ſeveral debates, bd lene rg ever a cauſe ſo hot 
ly contended for, had ſo little ſaid for it? | 

7. Whether ever you ſaw Books ſo anſwered as 'mine are- 
by him & In all his three Libels, not medling at all with "any 
conſiderable part of my Books, as to any anſwer.; But filent- 
ly paſſing them crnbryy as if he/had never read them. And. 
yer going @n' to repeat the ſame things, which I had. confu- 


8. Whether his Calwnny, or falſe accu[ations of me, and 
of Calves, Perkins, Hilder ſham, Prefs, &c. be not an un- 
chriſtian act > 

9. Whether it be not rare among the worlt to find ſuch foot- 
fieps of great /mpenitence, as he giveth in ſo filent a paſſing oyer 
his of the tore-mentioned four/core Untruchs, without any 
conſid Vindication : and after Admonition, adding ſo 
many worſe ?- 

10. WR ire not rare to meet way ſo much audacious 


1, Whether | yg HEM of {0 man y millions, yea , abs 


ore all Chrifts Churches on Earth, as differ from him in point 
C—__ «« guile of Idelarry , be not a moſt heinous fin- 


and them, as repreſenting them as odioys in 
'he y apcer FF, 2 


12, And ivit not a ſin- to drew ſo many ſouls ns will: be- 
ieve him, ſo far towards the barred of £ Chrifts Churches , and 
roms Communiaer with, them, and to contin all their Communion, 
" þ fo narrow a compaſs? | 

13. Whether Fathering all this on God and. Relagion, make 

2tthe ſin tobe yet greater ? 

14. Whether, accordiag to kis power, he ſhew not as Cr«- 
- and blowdy, and fencing a Giipolition, as any of thoſe that | 

.zr he acculcd of it, 

15. Whether he do-not injuriouſ'y, to-labour. by his, .inky 

tions, to bring many honcſt. welt- meaning 


- er indo the ſame guilt with himſelf, or into. the ſhame: 


{ repmeation ry it ? $ Infortgch that®lready the cammon 
_ the Sews- A 


—=etly rejoyce at bis Writings," and 


£ yz 3 A. 4 
- it, they will read no other of my Books / (Ant if thar 
| no more than dey vpiomeArry roy barry o x 
Se. 2. And when you have'well confidered of theſe 


things, 1 ſhall next deſire you toconfider, Whether this tnan * 


hath not brought you as great a Care or Caution againſt a- 
Lawful Separ ations and Diviſions, as moſt men ever did in the 
world > For 1. Here you ſee how much you muſt bear with, 
unleſs you will feparate from your own leaders: Deal bout 
impartially : Is there one Pariſh Miniſter, yea, or one Pa» 
riſh Church Member of many , that was ever convict of fo 
much fin, as Mr. hath publiſhed, and filently, but 
impertinently lyeth down under ? 1s there many of them 
thar ever defended half fo much fin fo obſtinately,” withovt 

and yet fo i tly without ſence ? c 


from no'Miniſters or 2 4h that are not proved as guilty «s _ 


this man, and I wilf never more write againft your Separa- 
tion; +2; Ard now the world and poſterity ſhall fee in this 
mans writings, how the cauſe of unlawful Separation' was 
defended in this age. I y profeſs, that this is a great 
reaſon that drew me to d my Cure of Church Diviſons, 

three following Defences ; that Pofterity®may ſee what 


by Boer and paſſion- will not now ſuffer ſometo fee, I look to 
the times to' come. And if there be any wiſer men among 
"them, that can ſay more for the Separating-cauſe, they are 
beſtſet toit; For if they leave it on ſuch hands as We 34 


ſhaws , it is caſie to foreſee that 4t will be ſhamed or 
ever | 


Yet do ſolemnly profeſs that to my utmoſt remenibragce, 
I never in ry lifedid venture upon, or manage one diſpute 
word or writing,. throngh a confidence in my own ability 
to- make good what I undertook, but in a confidence of the 
goodneſs of my Cauſe, and of the/great advantage which the 
evidence 'of plain truth dath give.to any man of good reaſon 
to > it, even againſt the cnninget Sophiſter that ſhall 
0 it.” | | "a 
Fc. 3- And now I ſhall add my Admonition to you, as 
not being quite ignorant.of Satans Wiles, to tell-yau what -a 
ſnare is lard for you-oll in hy ron exel hh gz ind; a3 
one that hathno —— and 'the Charches' to 
| 2 
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Loi Ailing, 
Pay apts: and =", ſets up: And you el know ranges which, al: 
"or to have an underſtanding ſo blinded, and a heart ſo-de- 


3. By this means that erue univerſal Love ro Godly men and 
Chriſtians « ſuch. will be deſtroyed: And when.you ſhould 
bear Gods Image, who is Loveit ſelf; you will be made like 
Satan, the enemy of God and Love : And inſtead of loving 
your neighbour _—__ mg. you will take your neighbours, 

Chriſts our enemies, --: 

4. Andas Loveis the of ling of the Law, ſo your death of 
oe will be the death of all your erae obedience, and lead you 
"to the breach of every Law. You will deny all the alt; of 
- Love in word ordeed to others that you owe them. to, 
will cenſare, you will backbite freely , you will receive ful 
tow ugrd t prom again to others.. And Chriſt may ſay 
| JEIPEE men} (mark rhe 
Grew, you did it not to me. 
ou defer tempted into Treaſon n againſt Chriſt , under 
the. boa of pi piety, ,, denying his int in almoſt all his 
Charhein of T nly in- alt his Kingd 
King is King of one or two Towns only in a Lin oms, 
on ronnge. that-all the reſt are not.geod enough. to be his 
Subjects. I profeſs openly, that nothing in the world more 


moveth me to do what I do, than this ; That there i wuch- 
| _— we that will not ſuffer n me withdus abhorrence, to think of | 


all. Churches in- the world; that uſe « ſet Li- 
ergy act that uſe "one worſe than ours ), of | ta hold that 
hy ſhud ab be ſp —__—— And had I cver Vowed and 
Covenanted to this ( 2s | did not } it, had been a figful 
Vow.  * 


6:4 kad moreover. Lolpet provid a degenerate and 
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world; Even as if you ſhould fay, that the | 
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-bu yu joyn with, if yoti do not want occafion and 

terjptarion, or the Principles whichI' wrote againſt will let 

no Church be quiet where they prevail: And a Kingdem or 
houſe divided cannot ftand, 

8. You will be drawn from'true ſpiritxal worſhipping of God ; 
and your worſhip and Church-communion will be corrupted : 
Inſtead of holy and heavenly Sermans, Prayers, praiſes, &c. you 
will be infected with a contending and envying pafſion, and puf- 
fed up with the conceit of your own judgments, and grow zea- 
lous for your perſonal opinions, and your parties, and turn 'yorr 
preaching -and praying into a ſtrain that ſavoureth of this diſ- 
eaſe, 'andYefile them with unſounder. paſſages tor your grrours 
or divided intereſts, than any can be found in the Common 
Prayers which youſhun, ; 

9. And if you be thus overcome, it will heinouſly aggravate 
yourfſin, that you will do all this as a part of your Religion, and 

£ {o will father it all on God, 'as if ſuch doing pleaſed him, and 
KS proceeded from his ſpirz, 'and were commanded by his word. 
| And as Marth. 12. it is made the unpardonable fin to blaſphtme 

' the Holy Ghoſt, by aſcribing his Miracles to Satan, fo though it 

* be pardonable, you thouldeafily ſee that it cannot be ſmall, to ſay 


5 |-- that thoſe things which are pleaſing to the Devil, and proceed 
= from his will, and malicious ſuggeſtions, are pleaſing ro God, and 
Fi proceed from his / hd word. 

E 10. By theſe means Satan would make your Churches todo 


his work againſt the Lord whom they profeſs to worſhip, and 
and to be the very Neſts where PRIDE and IGNOR ANCE 
ſhall breed their like, and ſhall cheriſh finful LoveKkilling prin- 
ciples and paſſions, and animoſities againſt your brethren :- And 
| ſo your Aftemblies will be-acted tov much by his ſuggeſtions, 
"| ad become his Work-houſes, while you think that they are 
| ſerving God; and mens {dow will be earthly, ſewſual, and dia- 
ll | bolical, when they verily think it is frem above, Jam. 3,1 5,16. 
-/H 11. Thus he would fain bring an odiuw upon jour elves, and 
by , cauſe you ro go under fuch a charaQter as the 24unſter Anabap- 
' tiſts, and the Familiſts, Quakers,and ſuch others do : That men. 
may ſay of you, that while you take ow you to'be trier than 
others, it is but 'in abhorring other mens Prayers, and extolling. 
your own; And that fin. is no fin when you find it in yourown 
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umniators and proud Reviler*, e#c. go among your ſelves f 
Godly naſors: while the uprighteſt men that we the Conuhon 
Prayer, do go for Idolaters and Ungodly. And if Satan can but 
get ſuch an odious Charater faſtened on you, what miſchievous 
advantage will he make of it ? F 

12, For thennext he will hope to bring al the Non-conformiſts 
( or the greater part while a few only are mae under the 
ſame Charatter for your ſakes : That they may be all thought to 
be men of irrational, uncharitable, and unpeaceable principles and 
. ſpirits; whoſe Religion conſiſteth but.in Fanaticiſme , aud felf- 
Y conceit, and fooliſh condemning the things which they under- 
"I ſtand not, becauſe their party hath done ſo before them. And if 


© 


p Satan.can thug Far obtain his ends, he hath laid the eggs of a 
þ world of farther fin and ſufferings. | 
P 13. Then all thatare againſt them will be exceedingly. confir- 
Ko med in all thofe things and wayes, which I need not name unto 


you, and for which it is that you ſeparate from them : And will 
thinkthat your condemnation of them is but a commendation. 
14. Yea, Miniſters of looſe and wciow lives will be hardened 
Þy you againſt repentance, and will think that they are better 
than you, and that though they ſometimes are drunk, or idle, 
yet they arc pardoned, becauſe you that own ſuch greatet ſins, 


I5.. Yea, (which will be a doleful miſchief ) you will afford 
watrer for every carnal Preacher to make a Sermon of, againſt 
thoſe that ge for ſtrict and godly, and to perſwade the pope 
that all that profeſs much ſtriftneſs,are but ſuch as you, and that 
hypocriſie is the cover for thejr fins, which are worſe than other 
mens. Thus, while the word Puritan ( as Fanatick now ) was 
firſt taken up to ſignifie an errour(a conceit of ſe/f-perfeltion, c+6.) 
at laſt it grew that which Mr. Robert Bolton hath fo often told the 
world, a wore of ſcorn in wicked mens mouths, againſt all that 
oly ared God. And thus while you fly fram all the Pariſh Af- 
ſemblies,as defiled, you will be the men that will make them far 
worſe, when ſome. Pulpits will be made Stages, -on which the 


Y difſent from themin a riliculous and odious dreſs, to ifion 
 ,. andloathingoftheauditors. +, WEN fo 
b 16, By which means thouſands of ignoant” peopte wilt be 
< | :* tempted 
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do paſs for goetpnd becauſe chiefly ſuch as you condema them. 


Actors may ſet forth all thoſe Religious men, that og bv | 
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wonderfully. hindered ; And prejudice will make them turn from 
that way with ſcorn and obloquy, which ſhould fave themmO 


how meny thouſands have in England fernierly been hindred 
from true repentance, by hearing ftrict Religious people both 
talk'd and preached againſt, as hypocrites, ana a ſort of proud 
felf-opinioned men ! 

17. And the common people will learn quickly to overgo the 
Preachers, and will make the Godly in ftreets and Ale-houſe; 
their common ſcorn: And Satan will have almoſt as many 
Preachers to make Piety odious, and hinder mens repentance, as 
there be wicked men. As when the Preacher by a Puritan here- 
tofore meaut # Non-conformiſt, the ignorant rabble expounded 
and applied it, of all that were not ſuch as they. | 

18. And by this means the Devil hopeth to diſaffet and ex- 
aſperate many Learned men that differ from you, to turn the 
frength and reputation of their parts and learning, to make you 
contetnptible and vile. Biſhop Overall, Whitgift, Mountagme, &c, 
were very learned men: but exaſperation ſet their parts and 

in that military ſtrain, as was not pleaſing to their Anta-- 


.goniſts > As it did Mr. Hookers and mahy more, who by Love 


and meeknefs, and a peaccable familiarity ( without fin ) might 
have been difarmed. I need not go beyond Seca, to tell you how - 
the Learned foſ.. Scaliger was exaſperated to revile the Puritans : 
by Mr. L:idietes oppohition ( vid: Pref. ad Cam. 1ſagog.) nor to 
mention Salmatizs, Grotixs, or any others there; nor.to look 


back as far as Ereſmps, much leſs to many, ( too many,) of the- 


ancient Biſhops and Doctors of the Church. . 
19: Yea, while you fear Perſecution, you will take the rea- 
dicſt way in the world to bring it gn your ſelves, and: others for - 
ſakes: For the confciences of Rulers will(perhaps) little 
ethehurting of fuch men as are taken to be ſo bad : They 
>xcing Gods Miniſters to uſe the ſword for a terrour to e- 
vil doers,, and if you once for- notorious. evil doers , . 


u will hardly ſcape. And it will be but a fooliſh fryitlefs. 
Couele todp zhe then lay the blame of IR 
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york of any ſinners. 1; muſt r - 
of ihe finit ſelf. +— © | DO ROT SHS 2 
20. Arid if you take this ſinful dividing courſe, yound mal 
mere Papsſts, and ſuch others as you your ſelves, moſt fly 
diſclaim, than almeſt an ! other way conld do, Nothing that 1 * 
know of in the world, doth ſo ſtrongly tempt ſome ſober conſcien- 
cious men, to think Popery neceflary for the Concord of the 
Churches, and a violent Church Government neceſſary to our 
Peace, as the woful experience of the errours and ſchiſgns, the mad 
and manifold Sets that ariſe among thoſe that are maſt 2gai 
them. Thouſands have been made Papiſts*in England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, within theſe twenty years, that have. been driven from 
us by our ſhameful Seas; yea, many of the SeRaries themſelves, 
- Whenthey haye run themſelves through as many SeQts as they could 
try. 1 am perſwaded that Mr. Bagſhaw: Libels are as powerful wri- 
tings to croſs his own defires, and turn many from Non-conformi- 
ty, and others unto Popery, 2s molt that have been publiſhed. in 
this age. Multicudes that read thera will ſay, Here you ſee the ſpirit 
of Non conformity ( though I have proved ic a calumny : ) 
Others will (ay,To ſee bow mad men grow when they unite not with. 
the Cathalick Church, and live not under, a flritt Church Government. 
zI, And by all this Satan hopeth ro turn the Now- conformsſt 
Sfferings to their ſhame : And to make the world believe that- as 
this man ſuffereth tor refulingthe- Oath of Allegiance,fo do the reſt 
for ſome felf-conceits, and unwarrantable fancies of their own... - - 
22. And he will put hard to bring Church «;/ciplne it ſelf intg 
diſgrace and ſcorn,by you that moſt deſire and plead for it. For men 
will ay, Theſe are they that cry out for Ds/cipline, and ſeparate . 
from our. Church becauſe it wariteth or corrupteth it. When in 
their own Churches and Leaders, ſuch crimes. ( as Bagſhaws Books 
contain ) are tolerable, as conliſtent with religious zeal,-and per- 
haps is all aſcribed unto godlineſs ? what more effefual way could 
be deviſed, to make Church-diſcipline conremptible to the warld? 
© 23.:And all this will tend+ro diſable che Miniſters of Chriſt, 
_ ev args yay vp non-conformable, from doing any. good, 
F winning a to true repenitgnce. When the Con 
Preachers Thould do good, the people will be tavy 
hun them,or deſpiſe them as ldolarers: When the N co 
ſhould do any good, they will be taught by your peadt 
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© - © And then how mack hath Satan 1 know another ſort of men 

ure at [caſt 25 deeply guilty of all theſe confequenns,as you: Bat that 

isno excaſe of yours. And thotgh ir muſt be that offetice come, 
yer wo to them by whom ir cometh. 

24- And indeed ir would be a heinous aggravation of your fin, 
if you ſhould defie Gods Providence, and the arge and tamentable 
experience of the miſchiefs of Love-killing diyiding- principles and 
wayes, This ſpirit and way was of old blaſted in England and Hol- 

land, It troubled New- England; It injured the Non conformiſts, 
and put them to write many books ayainſt it ( more than the Con- 
formilts did, ) The books of Mr. Perry ( Martin Mar- Prelate)full 

>" of jears and ſcorn, were'unfavoury to all ſober men; and his death 
the more diſhonourable. Scorland kept them out thence by Diſci- 
pline. In our late Wars, Martin- Mar-prieſt ( Overton, as was 
thought, with Prince, Lilbarn,c&c. ) quite exceeded Adartin- Mar- 
Prelate» and the Miniſters were more fcorned than ever were the 
Biſhops : Seekers, (Quakers; and Ranters, have al! bzen generated 
(for the moſt part) by the foreſaid Separating Principles and Spirit. 
I will tell you no more now, what effcRts ir then had on the Church- 
es and Kingdom, nor what it hath brought on themſelves and us. 
But reaſon thould tell it you z and I will tell yov, that now, even 
now, to run violently furthet into the ſame fire which firſt burnt up 
ſo much of our Concord, peace, and glory,and turncd us into aſhes, 
and then burnt up the men that kindled ir, and is not quenched to 
this day, nor like to be in haſte , I ay to blow this fire ill, and 
run into it, and back- bite even Non-ccntormable Miniſters theme 
ſelves, that would-but diſſwade you,» and deſire you to quench it, 
will be an obdurateneſs ſo like fo Pharaob's, as may be a doleful 
prognoſtick ro the guilty, if not to all the Land, 

25- You little know what a pernicious defign the Devil hath 
upon you, in perſwading you to deſire and endeavour to pull down 
the Intereſt of Chriſt,and Religion, which is apheld in the Pariſh 
Churches of the Land ; and to think that it is beſt to bring them as 
low in reality 0 reputarrtn 4s you can, and to contratt the Religious 
Intereſt all i210 private meetings ; By which means, 1. The priva- 
cy ſhall keep it under dblaquy, ſalpicion, and contemp; : 2, And 
ſhall level. the ſound withall the regten Sefts in their reputRtion : 
3. Ahd {hal} leave them nd ſeearicy jn Law for their continuance 

.anhqut : 4, And ſhall keep them J [ ander the cenſures, diſcounce- 
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enemy may at any time pur en the V1Zor 


. of a friend, and comme among you and a a furious part, to make - 


v'ou odious and overthrow you : 7, And few of the young, thei 

norant or licentious ſores will be your Audicors , And how wi 

the work of Repentance then be carried on by you ? The moſt will 
g9to the publick Churches, when you have done the moſt againſt 
it you 'can. 8. And when the making generation of Non- conform- 
5ſt are dead, do you think it likely that ſo many will ſurvive them 
of their mind, as are ſufficient without the publick afſemblies to 
keep up the Chriftian and Proteftant Religion in the Land ? You 
are ignorant if you "think it probable. 1 know that God can. do 
what be will ; But his Proms/e is the meaſuring objeRt of our faith- 
And1 think he hath promiſed no ſuch thing, And | have. long fear- 
ed leſt twenty years wilful contentions, wantonaels, &c. will not 


be puniſhed with a ſhort rebuke. If you knay how great a number 


was. lilenced in King Fame: his time, and yet that in 1640 there 
were not found near half ſo mary Non- conformable Miniſters as 
are Countics in Exglend, you may think it is pollible it may beſo 
gain. And would you have but one Miniſter in a County or two, 
to keep up all the Intereſt of Religion ? I am not without hope 
that Gad will make men ſo wiſe as to unite us, before ſuch a day : 
But of that we have no cErtainty. 9. Yea, could you wiſh at this - 
day that the Chriſtian and Proteſtant Rejigion were kept up by 
none but tbe uneonfor mable Miniſters in private ? No honeſt man 
can wiſh ir, who conlidereth how many of the 1809 are dead al- 
ready, and how few are 1:ft in moſt Counties of rhe Land, in com- 
pariſon of the Congregations that need inſtruftion ? 1 know thar it 
is commonly (aid, that God bleſizth not their Miniſtry to the con-- - 
verſion of any ſouls, and therefore it is as good be without the Con- 


' forrviſts- But t 1s is fooliſhly ſpoken.: For, 1, any of them'are as 


Wiſe and as good men as you. 2. You have no fatistaQtory account 
what hearts are (ecre;ly wrought on by their Miniſtry, They core 
not all to you to be confeſſed, 3. And the worler fort of them - 
are not Worſe than Tadas, whom Chrilt ſent forth. *4. And there is 
wuch-done to 'keep'up the 'Chriſtiaz and Proteſtant Dottrine in 
ſoundgels, bezinſt Inkdelity and Popery, where tew are drought 
to ſound Gonverlion, And ſo tods publick.yorſhip; 4pd the bope?- of 


our Poſterity are kept vp. If any of you had rather thar all turned 
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ther. If you_would have the Proceſlane Ingereſt jn theo fall, the 
Poptry, will find them as « houſe ready ſwept arid garniſhed, and 
will make our latter end worſe than our beginning : 411. And 1am 
perſwaded few 'can be ſo ſottiſh as to be ignorant, that irgreatly 
pleaſeth the Papiſts that you are forced into corners, and hold your 
exerciſes of Religion by connivance, againlt Law ; and much more 
you will gratific and rejoyce them, if you could help them to ger 
dbwn all the Proteſtant intereſt inthe ParifhChurches. And do your 
Leaders yet think that the Papiſts are pleaſed with that which will 
promote the Proteſtant cauſe? 12.Many a man as wiſe and' good as 
you, whoſe Judgment is Non-conformable,who liveth where there 
are no other Churches, would take it for an unſpeakable loſs to be 
deprived of the benefit of the Pariſh Churches. For all theſe rea- 
ſons, though | deſire Reformation, and will never ſwear not to en- 
deavour it in my place and Callingz yer 1 will do the beſt I can to 
ger the beſt Paſtors into the Pariſh Churches, and to promote their 
reputation, and the labours of the Miniſters there, and bleſs God 
for what is yet there left us; and yet will be one that ſhall mourn 
for the reproach of the ſolemn aflemblies. c 
26, Moreover, it is one of Satans plots upon you, to prepare for 
the reproach of the Non-conformiſts, when greater neceſſity ſhall 
drive them to the Pariſh aflemblies and Communion, Do not ;you. 
make any doubt of it, bur that if the wrath or rigour of ſuperiours 
ſhould bring them xo the ſame condition, as the old Non-confor- 
miſts were,che moſt of the preſent Non-conformiits would come to 
the Pariſh Churches, even in Common Prayer and Sacraments as 
they did. And you are preparing reproach for them, chat they may 
then. be called Changelings, who forlake their former principles 
and cauſe. - . | 
27. And verily you wilt keep upthe Papiſts hope,that by an uni- 
veriat 'Toleration- they may. ar laſt come in, on equal rerms with 
you, or by connivance be endured 3s much as you. And if they be 
equal in England 'with'ygqn, their tran(marinte advantages will make 
them more chan equal, khſtanding their difadvancages iq their 
Caufſg,;ard in their comfMety" to ingly intere!'t ( whith Henry 
Fes li hath in folio moſt folly and unan{werably laid open.) ©: 
28. -And thaugh God'in mercy-hath at-/preſent given us a King 
that owneth the Proteſtant Caule, (o reſolvgdly, as to make a Law 
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